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Maori entrepreneur and tourism innovator, Mike Tamaki will address more than 500 indigenous 

leaders from across North America this week, as part of the Gathering for Success forum, being held 

in Banff, Alberta, Canada.  

 

Organised by The Government of Alberta's Ministry of Aboriginal Relations, in partnership with 

Treaty 7 Management Corporation, the forum kicks off in Banff, Canada, today (Sunday 28
th

 June, 

Alberta Canada time).  

 

First nation tribal, economic and academic leaders from across North America will spend two days 

studying indigenous success stories from around the globe, identifying barriers to indigenous success 

and designing strategies to overcome obstacles.  

 

Most of the two and a half day event will take place across 24 workshop sessions led by indigenous 

leaders of different discipline from around the world. Mike Tamaki’s presentation, however, will be 

made at the pinnacle event, to the full conference contingent during the Banquet dinner tomorrow 

night (6.30PM Monday 29
th

 June, Alberta, Canada time). 

   

Mike will showcase how tourism can enrich the dignity and mana of indigenous culture and 

tradition, as well as empower true, sustainable economic independence for indigenous 

communities. However it won’t be traditional tourism he will be pushing. Mike says he will be driving 

for a new and more integral approach to tourism – an approach he has dubbed, ‘Global Storytellers’.  

 

“The days of ‘a song, a dance, and a feed’ tourism are over. Today’s travellers are seeking a deeper, 

more integral encounter with indigenous cultures. We believe ‘Global Storytellers’ is the key,” he 

says.  

 

Tamaki Heritage Group has been working on its New Zealand expression of Global Storytellers for 

more than seven years. Two of the three culture and heritage re-enactments are established with 

‘Lost In Our Own Land’ (Christchurch) and Journey of Ages (Rotorua). The third re-enactment is 

under development and will be launched in 2012 The Arrival (Manukau, Auckland). These 

encounters are linked beneath the unifying trilogy The Chronicles of Uitara banner with each 

experience mirrored in a novel by the same name.  

 

“In reading these novels, people come to know us – they come to admire our heroes, they feel our 

conquests, celebrate our victories and mourn our losses. In doing so they come to know our culture. 

Upon travelling here, these same stories are then experienced firsthand through our  

re-enactments”. 

 



Mike is hopeful, that the response from this week’s Canadian conference will, at least equal that of a 

Global Storytellers presentation he delivered to Australian Indigenous Business and Community 

leaders earlier in the year in Townsville.  

 

“We have made some great headway in Australia and have begun work with a small network of 

indigenous communities and tourism products there. They saw immediately that Global Storytellers 

is a real opportunity for indigenous communities. It is an approach to tourism and economic 

development that will forge true economic independence for indigenous people, help restore 

cultural dignity, and help preserve traditional grounds and environments. Ultimately we are talking 

about ensuring a real future for our children to stay within their culture and take pride in their 

history. 

 

“This week is a great opportunity to spread the message even further. We have the prototype in 

place, we have done the hard yards, and now it is time to invite other indigenous people to work 

with us”. 

 

 

ENDS// 

 

Please note: Mike’s speech will take place 12.30PM Wednesday 30th June New Zealand time. Mike 

is available for interview directly should you wish. To determine time in Banff, Alberta, Canada, 

subtract 18 hours from New Zealand time. 

 

 

For more information please contact: 

Mike Tamaki    or     Kiri Atkinson-Crean 

Phone: 021-772490       Phone: 021-741501 

Email: mike@maoriculture.co.nz     Email: kiri@maoriculture.co.nz 

Website: www.globalstoryellers.com     Website: www.globalstorytellers.com 


